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Preface

Wuxi iz located in the center of the Yangtze River Delta
with the the Grand Canal of China pasing through. Renowned as
one of “the four major rice markes” in China and “the bright
peatl over the Tathu Lake”, the city has a rotal area of 4627
square kilometers and a permanent populadon of about 65 million.

It enjovs a long history of 3000 vears and is a well-known
historical and cultural city in China, Tt is also the cradle of Wu
Culture, China’s national industry and township enterprises,

It enjoys a prosperous economy and ite GDP has always been
listed among Tops in the large and medium-sized cides in Mainland
China. Per capital local GDP it over USD 20,000,

It enjoys natural beaudes such as rivers, canals, lakes, springs
and caves, Tt is an intermational garden city and one of China’s
Top Ten tourist destinations,

It enjoys convenient transportation and is the regional crans—
portation hub connecting north and south, east and west. The city
is equipped with a comprehensive network by water, land and air
traffic, and there are over 700 flichts per week traveling becween
Wuxi and more than 30 cities at home and abroad.

[t enjoys an excellent ecological environment and i a top
city in eco-competitiveness in China [tenjoys a harmoenious and stable so—
cial envirenment and is one of China's happiest cites.

It is tied “the rmost piceuresque site on Tathu Lake”, “the
water alley on ancient canal”, “Lingshan, the blessed Buddhist land”
and  “a century-old industrial and commercial city”. Welcome to
Wuxi, “the bright pearl over the Taihu Lake” and a city of charm.
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This is my name
Kind of special

And it is impressive
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When it comes to “nothingness”, “richness” has to be mentioned at
the sarme time,

“Nothingness™ and  “richness” are a petfect couple, which correspond
to each other in all pessible ways, People are always pursuing “richness”,
however, as far as ancient Chinese philosophy is concerned, the realm of
p : w 4 B "
nothingness is much loftier than that of “richness”.

As is often the case, a solid cup cannet bear water and a solid house
cannot hold people, while the hellow ones can achieve these. Only when
1 ” i . ”
richness” and  “nothingness” are united together, could the real wvalue be
realized thoroughly.

Therefore, as far az Chinese people are concerned, the invisible wealth
s more waluable and important than visble wealth to a single person, a
mation, a city or even a country, Thus “nothingness” is more precious
than “richness”, Because “richness” will disappear had it net been for the S T

. sy I ) tannum | Xi
existence of “nothingness .

That is the reason why our city has been remamed “Wuxi” (which

means not having drea kind of chernical product). Actually, the original

SN TR . : i
mame of our city is " Youxi (which means having tin at the very beginning).
You will have a better knowledge of this and become more enlightened
after reading the next essay.
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Stannum (tin)is a kind of metal, which can be cast inte alloy with a
_cerain proportion of copper(Cu). Tt can not only lower the melting point,
“but also mzke the copper easier to be processed, thus the metal produced
in this way is much harder. Taking these inte consideration, stannum (tn)
s an ideal rmaterial to make tools and weapons.

After the appearance of stannurm (tn), very sharp weaponry appeared
afterwards, like sword.

Wu Yue region, including Wuxi, mastered the leading technique of
casting swards, As water spread all over this region, chariots cannot be
used under such circurmstances and coops were muainly  composed  of
infanery, for which sword is the most practical weapeon. At that tme,
craftsmen  can  already  adding  different  proporden  of stannum [tn)and
plumbum(lead) in differenc parts of the sword in order to make the sward
iself quite resilient and the sword blade extremely sharp.

In 1965, a bronze sword used by an ancient king 400 years BC was
excavated in China, When it was uncheathed, it remained rustless and the
blade rermained thin and sharp, able to lacerate more than 20 pieces of
paper easily.

During Spring and Autumn Period (about 770 BC), stannumitin) was
found on the east face of Huishan Mountain in  “Wuxi” , which iz the
teason why this city was named “Youxi” (which means having rin).

However, the appearance of stannum (tin) brought warfare to this
place. Every mini-state wanted to expand its twoeops so that they all wied
to rob sannum (ton) from this place, which leads to hundreds vears of
wars, Only when the excavation was completed, did the war began to
fade away. |

People here exclaimed, “the stannumf(tin) eriggers endless disputes!
Had it not been for the tin, people would live in toral peace”,
Later,in order to maintain peace and harmony, people decided to
tenarme the city “Wuxi” (which means not having tin).
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Mo more war happens here.

Mountains, water, gardens, clay, and rice,
Are given by nature.

It is diligence and wisdom,

That mekes all these gifts marvelous.
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Ll (Mountzin) & a typical pictographic character. See, are & just like
rolling peaks on the horizon .7

Although there is no precipitous high rmoun@in in Wuxi, as the
saying goes, ~No matter how high the mountain is, its name will spread
far and wide if there is a fairy.”

Wuxi's mountains were refined scholars and emperors’ faverite in
ancient times, and poets and painters have created a number of works,
which all bring about reputation for them.
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Huisha
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With the height of 328 meters, Huishan is located -~
in the west of Wuxi downtown. Emperor (Hanlong
in Qing Dynasty visited Huishan many tmes,
and he praised it as “the first mountain in

the South of Yangtze River”, . R
We can easily appreciate
Emperor  Qianlong’s

poems and calligraphy on stene tablet there.

Four seasons in Huishan are beaudiful. Especially in autumn, golden
leaves fall from the 600-vear-old ginkge tree. Behind the tee is a temple
buile 1500 vears ago, and the tme-honored stone inscription and bridge
can be found there.

Because of the favorable geomantic omen in Huishan, rich people in
ancient China began to build ancestral halls ac the mounin foot since
Tang Dynasty, to worship their ancestors. There are more than 80 farnily
names enshrined in the existing 118 ancestral halls, telling a lot of stories
of ancestors,

Kishan, the name of which it named because of the tinstone here
(“Xi” in Chinese}) in ancient times, is the extension of Huishan.

With a history of five to six hundred vyears, the wellknown “Dragon
Tower” on Xishan can still be visited,

Ancient Chinese people paid close attention to the geomantic omen,
namely, what kind of luck a building can bring o a place. At that tme,
local officials in Wuxi believed that the contnuous Huishan was like the
dragon body, Xishan was like the dragon head, and the tower was like
the horn on dragon head, which would bless more prominent celebrites
here. In fact, Wuxi becomes the birthplace of a galaxy of ralents later.

Dragon Tawsar




Tell you a little more
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The couplet iz a word riddle in China. One pues forward a word or
a poem, and the other one is required to answer the other line with
opposite words of equal number, same property, and coordinate tone. Such
as, top versus bottorn, and south versus nerth,

"Wuxi” and  “Xishan” are place names. Ancient people made up
the first line of a peoetic couplet wsing the two names, and people were
puzzled for the second line.

Let’s appreciate this farmous first line “Wuxi, Xishan, Shan, Wuxi”,
Can vou find the rule of the game, and sort the correct order to finich A
the second line? Eé : R
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When Chinese ancients made this character, they thought of water

showering down ftorn the mounain, Look ':el', is the shape e like the

rugged rock? The shape of the ‘l:' indicates that the two liquid flows is
potring and splashing,

To Wuxi people, water is the closest friend, the famnily Wuxi stares
and prospers thanks o its waters,
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There is a river, ranking the firstin the world

PR, TSR BB B —F, Bk DL , AR ER8EH,
REEFARETFEETHL.

AN R R ST R MR R AR RIS T,

ERER LEERK BHE. . TEBRNATLRA,ESEH 2500
£, 2014 F£ 6 A, FMRBAIAE T HF L2 a5,

EERS L. THEREmE, A RREEMAITE . &

W 2 SRR T IR AT K,
WS HEENEIREERNA. SENSE AE ENEEEE, T2
A 2 A8 HRE L, S BUHE AL T — 1 K 1T,

Half a century ago, Wuxi was like Venice, whose channels were
more than roads, people went out by boac mainly, there were wharves
dowrstairs,

Among all rivers, the Grand Camal has the biggest effect on city, Tt is
the longest, the oldest manual-canal with the grandest project in the wortld,
and it has been 2500 vears. In June 2014, the Grand Canal was inscribed
on the World Heritage List
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Thiz painting crested in 16891 dozcrbes the =cene that Emperor
Kangxi of the (ing Dynasty passed through Wuoxi en the =hip, who start-
od from Beiing to make an inzpecticn trip in the =outh. The =land in the
painting was named Huangbodun and exists still in the Canal

The canal passes through Wuxi. The ancients of Wuxi lived next
to the river, it was lively matket on both sides of the river in day—
light and it was warm light from every house at night, Now, there
are still characteristic residendal buildings on owo sides. brickkilns and
gardens. Sightseeing by beat in the canal seems entering a  museum
built on the water.




Qingming Bridge
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It datez from 400 yoarz ago. Bridoge
arch and the shadow cn the surface of
the water make it lke 3 ful moon.

BASER . 45 IR REREL, (ETEEFR 2000 £E,

EEREMER, BN HRESHEZE, KR ES MAIE—FHE
RIER Z1ET ., REWIIER AN BREER, TEEET . Keh
HLERER.

EFA, SR E R REIAREER S0 E,

EHI—E@RT b 20 £, S EZZRERTALEREE
18 60 55, AFILH REE T iXET, 1994 SEthEY7hF 5 R 3000
AT, BB EES N EE T, B R T — AR A—E 5L,

There iz water, there is bridge. Though roads of Wuxi are well
developed, there are sill 2,000 bridges.

There is a wadidon in Wuxi: when coming back with wealth
through efforts, the Wuxi people will build bridges for the hometown.
These successful businessmen believe that bridges connect roads, and more
developed wransport will make the hometown richer.

The Cld and New Baojie Bridges have wimnessed the Rong Family’s
contribution to their hometown.

The old one was built in the 1930¢ by the renowned national
induserial  encrepreneur Rong Desheng with the money gifis received for
his 60ch birthday, Tn 1994, his grandson Reng Zhijian donated 30 million
vuan to build a new bridge by the old one, thus creating the scenic spot:
Tweo Rainbows of Baoiie,
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Thereis a spring, ranking the second in china
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Thiz iz the painting of artist Wen Zhiming in Ming dynasty, describing
=ovieralfrisnds and him drinking tea and enjoying poatny in Hoimountain,
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Tea is a part of Chinese people’s life,. To make rea, water of high
quality is necessary. At the foot of Huishan in Wuxi, there is a spring
excavated in 766, the water is excellent, which is hailed as  “The Second
Spring in the world” by experts tasting tea.

Emperor in Seng dynasty who loved enjoying tasting tea once ruled
that sending spring water to the palace B00km away by pest-horses every
month to make tea for him.



Ancient poets and ardists tasted tea and cormmunicated with each other
there, and it was elegant social activity at that dme,

This is the painting of artist Wen Zhiming in Ming dynasty, describing
several friends and him drinking tea and enjoving poetry in Huishan, The
yvoung servant is rmaking tea and setting tea sets, The host is reading in

the booth, or wlking in the mountin.

The spring is the source of artists’ inspiration, In the early 20th century,
the blind artse Hua Yanjun made the music-The Moon Ower a Fountain,
which is known as the Destiny symphony in the east. The instrument
used is erhu which makes the song very vivid. You may appreciate the
true meaning of life,
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ranking the third in China
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Taihu Lake iz the third largest lake in area in China. Taihu Lake, ) a
boasting  plenufil  resources, is home to 107 species of fish and Rice | Mi

renowrned specialties of Taihu Three Whites (White fish, White chrimps
and Silver-White fish)

Llands in the lake appear indistinedy in mist, gulls in lake flving, and
reeds swaving, it is like a fluid paineing. Taithu lake is beaudful, and i
beauty lies its water. Beautifit]l Taihu Lake is the song of Wuxi city.
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The tice is Chinese people’s staple food. Tt’s the seed of the paddy.
One of the common method to create a character for Chinese iz to
draw.For example, “7(pronounced “Mi”, means rice), according to its

shape,ancient Chinese “drew” :;'? -~ iz it tassel, "} standed for the seeds
growing around the tasel. Doesn’t it look like a plane?

You rmay have noticed,the stripes of the Britsh national flagEdare
as same as this character, Yes, that’s why Chinese people call the
British natonal flag “Mi” flag, :

The Grand Canal of China, which was canalled more than 2500 vyears” !
agzo, 1794 kilometres long, crosing over four provinces in China, Wuxi is
the only city through which The Grand Canal of China crosses, There are
also lakes and rivers, Se Wuxi became the centre of ancient water transport.

The rice in Wuxi iz very soft,with a freshly aroma, and the ourpuc is
high, as a result of the muld climate and fertile soil. Thetefore, Wuxi was
well-known far and wide as Rice Wharf
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In Wux people’s cookerythe nce shows magr-
cally different kind of wonderful stle and flavour
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Black rice
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Black rice will frighten vou? You need pick wild vegetable,then boil
thern to soup, and use the soup to soak the rice. After cooked, eating
black rice dipping in white sugar. Tt also tastes the fresh fragrance of
leaves.

Black rice is also called “Dutiful Son Rice”.

Once upon a tme, there was a monk named Mu Lian Every dme he
visited his mother in prison, the rice was ate by jailer. Later, Mu Lian
got an idea. He turned the rice in black with leaves, and deceived the
jailer. As expected,his mother was not hungry any more.
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Chinese people will eat zongzi on the 5th day of the 5* lunar
month, Tt's a very important traditional culture,

On the 5® day of the 5th lunar month,278 BC, Qu Yuan,the great
patriotic poet,drown himself in a river with a grief and indignaton, when
his counuy perished. After he died,people threw zongzi inte the river to
feed the fish and shrimp in order to stop thern graw Qu Yuan's body,
The tradition that Chinese people eat zengzi in Dragon Bear Festival came
from that,

Zongzi is a lide pack made of reed which is loaded with rice,
stearned  and  boiled. Tt couldn’t only be pur tice,bur a date,if you like
sweer;a small piece of pork,if yvou like saltiness When zongzi are cooked,
can you imagine the delicate fragrance from the rice and the reed mingle
with each other.
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Tuanzi
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This ic a kind of common snack in WuxiThe rice iz ground to
powder,added hot water and kneaded dough.lnside itthere’s any kind of
fillings,such as minced meat, bean paste,sesame.

Tuanzi is round,symbolized family reunion,a happy life. Se it is the
staple food on Lantern Festival,

Lantern Festival is the fira fullmoon night of the year in Chinese
lunar calender. The Festival tracesd back te Qin Dynasty more than 2000
vears ago . There are two custors in Lantern Festival: Hanging the
lanterns;and eating tuanzi. Enjoy vourselves and enjov good food,a festval
full of happiness and fun.



Tell you a little more
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There is a riddle,maybe a Chinese man can’t guess out.
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This is a characrer riddle,” )\ +/% " (means 88 ) and guess 1 Chinese characrer.

Welller me tell vou the answer,char is "7 (240, o .
s | H

Because “#¢” can be divided into chree single Chinese characrer T T X b Rt et Pt ED /
“_1_‘” . “) k”_ :

Therefore, Chinese call the B8-year-old bihday as “Rice Birthday." This 1=
the praise and admiradon for longeviry.
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Not only delicious rice is produced from Wuxi's clay, but alo two
wotrks of art to be proud of

Located in 31 degrees nerth ladwude, Wuxi enjoys the north subtropical
monseon  climate, with four distinctive seasons. The faveorable climate
environment also gives birth to the special clay. Under the lithosphere of
Yixing District, Wuwi, there is a kind of mud-mere precious than teasures,
which is used for making teapots by craftsmen.

Tea iz the natonal drink for Chinese people. Dark-red enameled

pottery i acknowledged as the best tea set by tea drinkers. Because of
fine pores on pots, the aroma won t be taken away when it is wed for
making tea. It is not hot for heolding and can preserve the heat for a
long tme. Even the pot & quickly thrown in snow and ice after boiling
in the temperature over hundreds of degrees Celsiug, it will not blow out.
When the pot is used for a period of rime, “tea stains” will be left on
the wall. So the tea aroma can also be smelled if boiling water is injected
in the empty pot.

However, Wuxi pot craftsmen’s artistic creation for hundreds of vears
is the important factor for its popularity, Dark-red enameled potery’s form
can be seen as the most abundane among all kinds of vessels in the world.
Full of imagination, artists can exhibit China’s peets, bhooks, paintings and
seal cuttings together on one pot. Therefore, a potmaking artist should not
only rmaster the clay sculpture creadon and firing, he/she must also be a
painter and calligrapher. What a marvelous art cross boundary! For this
reason, people are willing to pay large sum of money for exquisite pots
on auctions.
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zfum saeau plum hlossom E@ﬂ wares

GuJingZhou clinched
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On  China’s  guardian  aucdon on May 18, 2014, a st of
"Nine-head plum blossorn tea wares” made by master GufingZhou clinched
a deal with 28.75 million yuan. This set of teapots were created in 1870s,
and the handles and spouts all gained inspiration from plum tree branches,
with plum blossorns dotted on the pots. Collectors were fascinated by the
elegant verve,
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A large area of rice was
once planted at the foot of
Huishan, People found the black
mud under the paddy soil was
very soft, delicate and sticky, so they
used the mud for clay
making.

At the foot

sculpture

of Huishan, ancestral
connecting halle are all around. As the places for
worshiping ancestors, ancestral halls  are
guarded by family handymen at ordinary
tmes, who are called “shrine rmen”.
These shrine men have much free dme.
They go to fields to fetch the black mud,

and make clay figurines to sell in the
ratket to  increase incomes. In  ancient
L& China, Peking opera was very popular,
coloring and Wuxi clay figurines always took opera

characters as themes. Sometimes, clay dolls
are made and sold as toys.
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When Empress Dowager Cixi,
the Queen of rights in the late
Qing Dynasty  held her  birchday
party, Wuxi county rmagistrate
conuributed a clay figurine as the
present.

Empress Dowager Cixi was a
theatergoer, and this clay figurine
was created based on  “Festival of
Imimortal  Peach”, her favorite
opera. The Queen of Heaven, the
most  powerful character in  the
opera sat on the top, with gods
around her. The wivid
and implied meaning were high in
Cixi's favor.

For fear of damages, owo
samme  pleces of the cdlay figurine

characters

were made-one sent to Beijing,
the standby in Wuxi. As time
goes by, the piece in the
Forbidden  City  has
disappeared, and the
other clay figurine
is  preserved  in
' good condition,
despite  of many
times of shifts,
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. A green lion in the arms. Court boot
CFEhEE T IR R T R This clay fhgunne appeared more than 200 years ago, named
| BR TCRR Eprass, Askm LB KA SEER BN P *Greal Blessng”, one of the representatve works of Woxi clay fig-
' showing the manner of the congueror, shoes for ancient officials, urnes  Bnght colors are one of the factors for its populanty

: to ward off evil spirits. predicting his future of being the country's backbone. You can try o pant it and compare yours with its onginal ediion




Reading brings you everything
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Completing your work, cuthbing it down, :
then, threading a Tine through the hole, o 37 oo P4 W ElffEDEﬁIHZFE

and you will have a special bockmark.
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In 1751, Cianlong, a great Emperor of the Qing Dynasty ordered his
craftsrnen to  “copy” Wuxi's Jichang Garden into the Summer Palace in
Beijing.

The emperor loved this garden so much that he wrote poems about
it. The name of this garden iz Jichang, and it was finished in the Ming
Dynasty  (about 1527). The charm of the garden is that it is so rich in
fine views in such a small place.

Landscape architecture is an are in China. Back to the ancient times,
men of lewers tried to move natural scenery in the paintings to real world
by using rockery, trees, flowers and buildings.

For instance, there are special walle in the gerden. On the white wall
there are windows and gateways in shape of moon or flowers. Through
the windows and gate ways, vou may see a mountain, a pavilien, a
cluster of plants and even a bright moen. In a word, each window
shows a picture of nature. This design method was named “borrowing
the scenery”.

There is another special way of design in Wuxi's landscape
architecture-to  gather stones into an artificial hill. These stones came from
Tathu Lake regions. After thousand vears of eroding, the limestone got
peculiar shapes, and some of them have lots of holes, just like caves on
the rnountain,

In Jichang Garden, the hill gathered by limestone looks like a giant
lion and if vou look clesely vou will find lions of different sizes hidden
inside. The sream flows with clear and pleasant sound, just like a piece
of beautiful rmusic.
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Yuantouzhu

T

Plum Garden
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Yuantouzhu, or “Turtle Head Tsle” (5o called
because its shape resembles a turtle’s head) s a
peninsula, lying on the northwestern shore of Taihu
Lake. Yuaruwouzhu possesses the perfect location to
appreciate Taihu  Lake’s beaury, Tt is said “The
most picturesque site on Tathu lake is Yuancouzhu,”

Having over 30,000 cherry trees, the park
has become one of the most famous three scenic
spots in the world for cherry blosom admiration.
Each March and April, cherry blossorns fly from
the trees down to the water, making the park a
fairyland., When cherry blossomns flying to the lake,
mountains, bridges and blossoms reflected in the
water, what vou feel is the romantic phenomenon
coming from this fairyland.
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Chinese scholars have special admiration for
plum blossorn because unlike others, it chooses o
flower in cold seasons, alone, giving sweet aroma,
showing the world its pride and quiet elegance.
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Liyvuan Garden

In 1912, business elites at that tme-the Rong
brothers in Wuxi started to build a garden. In their
garden, the hill was filled with plum trees, which i
why it got its name of “Plum Garden” The brothers
used to say: “spread fragrance to the world” and
this garden was also a gift for their homeland. Seo
far, over 280 species of plum blossorns bloom in this
garden, and it has already be a famous place to
enjoy the beaudful plurn blossorn scenery in Chima,
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Livuan Garden i filled with peach trees and has
long, silk-like embankment extending to the lake
Spring in Livuan Garden is a world of peach blossoms
and willows. The lakeside is an oil painting painted
by pink blossoms and green leaves.

In traditional Chinese culture, peach blossorm iz a
symbol of love. Chinese people will say they get
“peach blossorn luck” when they rmeet someone that
speeds up their heart beats. Therefore, each vear
when peach blossoms are in full bloom, single men
and women come here in Liyuan Garden o find
their romance.
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How time flies!

With a history of 3,000 years,
Wiuxi is bestowed with love, Blessing, and happiness.
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Some Westerners will choose the
Chinese character "5 ", that means love,when
they got tauoos Indeed,Jove & an emoton beyond
times and nations, it is human being’s co-gene.

However, compatably speaking, the Orients’ expression
about love iz more reserved For example, if someone gives vou
a piece of red bean, maybe that tells you he had got a crush

on you.

More than 1500 vears ago, in Kingdom of
Liang in South Dynasty, there was a prince
named Xiao Tong, and he was a very famous
writer. At that dme, the Buddhism was popular
all over the country. On Gushan Mountain,
thete was a temple named Xiangshan
Temple, Xiae Tong came there, after
receiving his father’s order. The
reasons, one is that he could aveid

the court struggle, the other, to

compile the anthology.

b ()

Cne day, Xiao Tong occasionally met a beaudful girl, her name was
Huiru. They talked to gether about Buddhism,their common belief. Xiao
Tong fell in love with the gir]l at the firse sight. After chac,they often
dated secretdy. But ene was a prince,one was a common grl. According
to the custorns then, they would never be united in wedlock. At last, the
gitl fell ill due to being lovesick, and passed away. Xiao Tong was sad
endlessly, he seeded the place where both the girl and him had once had
a date before with a couple of red beans, in tears, and leaved full of
sadness, Not long after, he alo died of illness.

Unexpectedly, at the place where Xiao Tong buried the red beans,
there grew a red bean tee. The red bean tree had once declined in
Yuan Dynasty mote than 600 vears ago. But not untl the (hanlong Era
in Qing Dynasty (about 200 vears ago), did four new branches sprouted
frorn the trunk,and the red bean tee relived up to now.

The poet in Tang Dynasty wrote a poem for this story. In the wverses,
the red bean became the symbol of love. The lovers give red beans
each other indicates “T miss you”,
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Now,we shall share a fantstc and meving love sory. The love left
Wuxi a wvery deep brand. Nowadays,in Wuxithere are «till a2 lot of
bridges, roads, gardens, lakes, named after the here and heroine.

In 494 BC,the Kingdom of Yue was defeated by the Kingdom of
Wu. King Yue was captured and became the King Wu's slave. When
King Yue returnedhe decided to revenge. He wanted to send the beaury
to King Wu in order to sap King Wu's will,

So Fan Lisearched for the beauty among the common people,and he
met Xi Shi,the belle, one of the Four Beauties in Ancient China They fell
in love. But for avenging for the county,both of them could only keep
the love inside their mind. Xi Shi was sent to King Wu under the escort
of Fan Li.He promised that after the Kingdom of Wu was defeated,he
would marry her and live in conjugal blis to a ripe old age.

Fimally, Kingdem of Yue defeated Kingdom of Wu in 473 BC.
Fan Li, due o great conuibudons,was offered Generalin-Chief. But he
left Kingdom of Yue resolutely, took Xi Shi to go boating on Taihu
Lake. He gave up the high posidon and handsome emolument, and was

engaged in agriculwre, fishing, commence, all of which were successful.
i He left these experiences and wealth with the people generously.
: According to the legend, where Fan Li and Xi Shi went beating i Happiﬂessl Fu

Lihu Lake in Wuxi Around Lihu Lake, there buile a garden, ie, Li

Yuan, mentioned above.
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On a peninsula stretching out inte Taihu Lake, there located a famous
scenic spot for blessings, longshangsi Temple.

There, the 88-metre-high Buddha will bring vou both vision and soul
shock. The Buddha is as tall as a 30-storey building. People buile it with
more than 700 tons of brenze. Incredibly, no matter vou walk near or far,
and left or rightthe Buddha’s eyes will always follow you.

The Lingshan Mountain is the permanent venue for World Buddhist
Forum. Sanckrit Palace is a Buddhist art sanctuary, with every kind of rare
timber and weasure, which show the origin and profoundness of Buddhism.

78 (pronounced “Fu”,means
“"good fortune”  or “happiness” ),
indicates that ene hold a wine pet
in both hands to worship the god.

Later," 78" consists of “1%7,
=" 0O, "H” Tt seerns that if a
man has clothes to wear,can do
farm work, and full everyday, he
will be happy.

In China,Fu is net enly a
character, even more an  ancient

traditional culture, In Spring Festival,
Chinese people will paste up the
big red “¥8” on the door, hope
ic’ll bring the forcureness in New
Y ear.

“Fu” is preciousthereforeblessing
is a very important pilgrimage. Lots
of people’ll devouty make promises
in front of Buddha, to seek Bud-—
dha’s blessings.
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“Fu” for Wuxi peoplehas another special meaning, Because Wuxi's
mascot’s name s A Fu.

In legends, there were always monsters in Huishan Mountain to harm
people in village. People didn't know how to deal with them, When
there came a couple of Sand Bows. They were powerful and smare. They
X, 88 K EHI R A A just sriled,monsters would be tame. In order to commemorate the couple
(R SRDC R I 1 ~ p—— = of Sand Beys, Wuxi people moulded their figures out of clay.
=+EEALE. BEBERT - They are chubby and smiling, people love them wvery much. A Fu is
700 £, WEHIE, FRER the mascot that can aveid disasters and exorcise ewvil spirics.

TETIHEH — i R
;it, WA — T e —




ﬁgﬂg%i@ﬁ-iﬁ?ﬁﬂ, AR -TFTHrEREENREREARZ

R B R et — T gk, RS T Ie
HEE AR 22,

BT LAS, T LIE ISR 0T, e RIS, —F R A HES.

F vou have a parr of sossors by your =ide,wou may expen-
ence one of the most ancient folk art Paper-cut

You'l cut a *Fu” character along the black dotted lne Certain-
by, the masters of Chinese papercut can cut more complcated
pattemn

After you finshed a paper cutyou would vse | to decorate
vour doors and windows That must be very Chinese

Tell you a little more
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Lucky people have lucky look
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Some Chinese believe in a doctrine that one’s look can forecast his
destiny.

As stattes of Bodhisattva in temples are built with big eatlobes, some
people believe those with fleshy earlobes will have good luck. If one’s
eatlobes are fleshy enough to heold a grain, he will live a rich, healthy
and leisure life and have goeod human relatons.

In addition, a man with a breoad forehead will have a successful
career at ease. The person with a fleshy nose is kind, honest and inclusive
and capable to accumulate wealth.

Chbserving voursell or vour companions, is the distance flom the nese
to the chin just one third of the face length? Tf ves, that also means good
luck.
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Swest taros
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If asked to describe Wuxi with a fla—
vor, the only answer will be: sweetness,
Az for the breakfast, steaming
hot s¢mall bun (xiaolongbao) enables
vou to enjoy the thick and
delicious cooking liquer, as if
a streamt of  sweet  spring
flowed intoe your mouth. This
sort of sweetness will definitely
keep vou in good mood all
day long.
As for dinner, the fried

sUlhY poldRals

Fried spars ribs with sauce

spare tibs with a strong and rich
flaver will keep vwvour mouth
watering. Although spare rib i a
kind of ordinary food ingredient
in China, the cooking method here
in Wuxi makes it quite unique. When
braising the spare ribs, 2 large amount of
sugarcane and a varlety of seasoning is a rmust. Besidessirmmering
with soft-fire is  supposed to be adopted o make the meat ripe and
crispy, which contributes to a salty and sweet flavor that is extremely
unforgettable.

After dinner, you will be served with a tasty dessert. As s
might be crazy for you, the sweetscented osmanthus can be used as
a seasoning, together with honey or syrup, which makes the taros
fragrant and sweet. You can imagine how this tasty dessert can
influence vour appetite!

Actually, Wuxi i not a sugarcane growing area. It is believed
that the reason why Wuxi people like eating something sweet is that
sugarcane is more accessible in this place due to the sufficient irrigation
and people figured out various wawvs to add sugarcane into their food.
Nowadays, the sweetness in Wuxi cuisine has become a feature of
Chinese foed.

The sweetness also refers to the most typical fruic in Wuxi-juicy
peach, which is unforgettably sweet. The growing place for the
peaches lies in Yangshan Mountain, which used to be a wvolcano
field. This special geology effers the peach trees
rich nutrition, which makes the peach
here extrernely sweet and juicy. Tt is
true  and amazing that when the
peaches are ripe enough, vou can
even suck the juice in them with
1 straw.

Juicy peach
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The dialect in Wuxi can also be described as “sweet”.

Their accent is very gende and soft and when they speak,
vou will have the feeling that they were singing. Therefore, the
local people’s voice also conveys an element of sweetness.

When vou come to this city, you can always experience
their sweet smile, sweet veice and their sweet hospitalicy,

This iz a prosperous and abundant city with a long and
rich history, who is welcoming visitors from all over the country
and even all over the world with a sweet posture and awitude,

Wl.ln-
a sweet cily
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Tracing these Chinese characters, Remember the
stroke sequence from left o right and up to down.
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