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Vocabulary: repairs 1 : 2515

London residents will have to make do without
the chimes of Big Ben for a while. After 157
years of nearly uninterrupted service, the iconic
clock in London has become worn and requires
repairs.

Steve Jaggs, Keeper of the Clock, said: "This
project will enable us to give one of Britain's
most famous landmarks the TLC it so o ‘

desperately needs and deserves." The Big Ben began keeping time on 3/ May /859

The Elizabeth Tower, a UNESCO World Heritage Site, houses the clock and is visited by
12,000 people a year. It's said to be structurally sound but water caused damage to its masonry
and there's corrosion in the cast-iron roof and belfry and the frame which holds the clock's
bells. It all needs fixing.

Work will also help to bring the building up to modern health and safety standards. It will have
a lift installed to make it easier and quicker to evacuate an injured person and give access to
disabled people who can't climb its 334 steps. And at a time when energy efficiency is a concern,
the lights which illuminate the clock dials and the belfry will be replaced by low energy LEDs.

Work, with an estimated cost of £29m, is set to begin early in 2017 and is planned to take
three years. The clock will be silent for only a few months though and might come back to life
in very special occasions.

The name Big Ben originally referred to the 13.5 tonne Great Bell within the tower, but ended
up being used for the clock and tower too. The clock stands 96m above the Houses of
Parliament. It was designed by architect Edmund Beckett Denison and began keeping time on
31 May 1859. Surely it might be our turn to give this famous symbol of Britain some time to
rest and recover.
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to make do BeE, Ba%EH

chimes WA

uninterrupted bzl hun:o]

worn 32 3 BB

repair (noun) iy

landmark MRtk
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masonry RSN

corrosion A4, R
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to fix B, B

health and safety standards 18 e br i
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to replace Tk
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I. Why will the Big Ben fall silent?

2. Which part of the building was affected by leaks?

3. Which planned modification will benefit you if you faint while visiting the tower?
4. True or false? Bjg Ben will be silent until 2020.

5. Which expression in the text could be used to describe someone who needs a wheelchair
continuously to move around?

2. BIREASERNBR TR TIIEST . GFE BB EERREENG TSR
Ao

|. My sister has got a very bad cold. She needs a lot of if she's to go back to work
next week.
repairs TLC fixing health and safety standards
2. There's on the metal gates and they need replacing.
| cast iron low energy corrosion water
3. Joan is not going to miss her plane to London again - she to be at the airport

three hours before departure.

| plans estimates is enabled might
4. The swimmer trained very hard. He an Olympic medal for sure.
| needs deserves requires takes
5. The CEO was determined to bring the company to standard for it to have a

better chance to compete in the market.

on at over up
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I. Why will the Big Ben fall silent?
It has become worn and the clock has to be stopped for repairs.

2. Which part of the building was affected by leaks?
Elizabeth Tower's masonry was damaged by water leaks.

3. Which planned modification will benefit you if you faint while visiting the tower?
A lift.

4. True or false? Bjg Ben will be silent until 2020.
False. The repairs to Elizabeth Tower might be made till 2020 but the plan is to keep Big
Ben silent just for a few months.

5. Which expression in the text could be used to describe someone who needs a wheelchair

continuously to move around?
A disabled person.

2. BHREASERNBR T BR TS . EFE BB SERSLEERENG FRZH
Ato

I. My sister has got a very bad cold. She needs a lot of TLC if she's to go back to work next
week.

2. There's corrosion on the metal gates and they need replacing.

3. Joan is not going to miss her plane to London again - she plans to be at the airport three
hours before departure.

4. The swimmer trained very hard. He deserves an Olympic medal for sure.

5. The CEO was determined to bring the company up to standard for it to have a better
chance to compete in the market.
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